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INTRODUCTION  
The WA Judge Committee is pleased and proud to have completed the eigth edition of the 

official Judge Guide Book - updated per 1st April 2018. 

We would like to thank all our Judges who have contributed in various ways to make this 

new edition up to such a standard, and hopefully it will prove to be useful to you in your 

judging performance. This book contains a lot of new elements following from rule changes 

and procedures during recent years, so you need to study it carefully in order to make judging 

consistent worldwide.   

As an introduction to judging we would like to quote some words from our late honorary 

chairman, Mr. Don Lovo ï based on his article in the FITA Judges Newsletter nr. 41/1994. 

 

 Judge? What does it mean? 

 

My dictionary and the thesaurus on my computer list a dozen or more interpretations 

of the word JUDGE: i.e. Verify, prove, establish, try, substantiate, learn, ascertain, 

consider, etc. etc. The two that I really like are "Justice" and "Arbitrator". Do you 

know what? I think in a way they all apply in some way to what I feel constitutes a 

"Good FITA Judge". 

 

Nowhere does it say "A Judge just quotes and applies the rules".  

 

 

Let me try and give you simple examples of the difference between blind, and 

common sense, application of the rules. 

Letôs take a scenario where a policeman stops a man who is driving over 100 km's an 

hour. The man is found to have been drinking and the policeman does his duty, puts 

him in handcuffs and takes him to jail. Ten minutes later the same policeman stops 

another man in the same area also travelling at 100 km. per hour. The second driver 

explains and shows that he has a seriously injured unconscious child in the back seat 

who has just been hit by a truck, and he is rushing him to the hospital. The same law 

has been broken, at almost the same time. Should the same penalty be applied? I am 

sure all of you would say "Of course not!" - yet Judges sometimes do just that.  

 

Don't just open the book to see if you can find a penalty to take away an archerôs 

score, look in the book to find a rule, if possible, to save the athletes score.  

 

If the athlete has broken a rule that could give him an advantage over the other 

competitors, distance, time, number of arrows, score, then you must take firm and 

immediate punitive action. You must do so to protect the rights of the other athletes 

who did not break the rule. 

 

I may mention a situation where an announcer, at the beginning of the timing during 

the finals round, mistakenly announced that the incorrect athlete was to shoot the first 

arrow of that sequence. This action confused both athletes, and they both shot, at the 

same time, well within the time frame. A number of the Judges responded that the 

athlete who had shot out of proper sequence must lose his arrow, and of course the 

match! -- That is a plain and simple misuse of the rules. The only reason we even 
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have the athletes shoot alternately is to create excitement for the media people. If this 

was not the case we obviously would have them shoot at the same time, as it was 

previously done, to save time. The intent of the "time rule" is to avoid an athlete 

taking more than the allowed time! 

 

In this case did either athlete take unfair advantage? Did either athlete take extra 

time? Should either athlete be penalized for a mistake in the tournament control??? 

Do I have to answer that? I sure hope noté..  

 

 

This Guide book is intended to help Judges and organizers to do their job 

and athletes to enjoy their sport, it does not replace the WA Rule Book 

and it does not claim to be complete. In case of doubt refer to the Rule 

Book and the current interpretations. 
 

 

 

Morten  B Wilmann (Chair Judge Committee) 

Sergio Font (Deputy-Chair Judge Committee) 

Indranil Datta 

Robert Erica 

Sabrina Steffens 
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1.0 WA JUDGES and ETHICS 

1.1 WA  Judges 

To be a World Archery (WA) Judge is a privilege. Success depends upon the 

integrity, character, knowledge and thoughtfulness of each of us. Therefore, we 

are the servants of the competition, not its master. As such it is our duty to be 

absolutely sure of the rules we apply and, at the same time, not be overbearing or 

overly authoritative. This is sometimes a difficult line to walk.  

 

Keep an open mind at all times. 

 

Be prepared to listen carefully to the explanations of concerned athletes and 

officials and maintain a broad, and balanced outlook.  The main purpose for this 

guide book is to have consistency in Judging worldwide, maintaining fairness of 

the competition, and ensuring that shooting procedures will be the same 

throughout the world. 

1.2 The Philosophy of Judging 

The function of the official at any tournament is to see that the tournament runs 

smoothly, so that each and every competitor can achieve her/his best performance.  

 

The basic philosophy for our Judges is entrenched in the words of the Olympic 

Oath for Officials : 

 

ñOn behalf of all Judges and officials, I promise that I 

will officiate in these Olympic Games with complete 

impartiality, respecting and abiding by the rules which 

govern them, in the true spirit of sportsmanship.ò  
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(recited for the first time during the XXth Olympiad ï Munich 1972, 

Heinz Pollay-Equestrian) 

 

Unfortunately some competitors seek to enhance their performance by taking 

advantage of any means to increase their chances of a higher placing, including 

any weakness of a Judge. We may not agree with this, but it is unwise to ignore it.  

 

From time to time it is necessary to take a firm position in order to guarantee the 

efforts of everyone are based on a fair and honest application of the rules and 

regulations established by World Archery. 

 

In order to do that the Judge must be aware of the opportunities that a few 

individuals may take to improve their scores. We have to set an example of control 

and fairness and never allow a competitor to cause us to lose our temper and our 

perspective.  

We must know the rules thoroughly including the latest interpretations and bye-

laws. It is imperative that we all keep up to date, so we are not applying ñoldò 

rules. We must protect the rights of all, and in that effort, firmly apply the rules. 

 

Initially, we must be certain that we are in possession of the correct and current 

information. Consultation with other Judges before making a decision does not 

indicate weakness, only a desire to make an absolutely correct decision.  Judge 

commission meetings before and during an event are important areas for bringing 

up uncertainties. 

 

Occasionally a question still cannot be resolved to everyoneôs satisfaction. Should 

this occur, a final decision will have to be deferred until a meeting of the complete 

Judgesô Commission can be convened, and a positive statement given to those 

concerned. 

 

Judges should be well informed, willing to discuss and to educate if necessary, be 

polite and firm about decisions. It is by being so we are seen to be professional 

about our duties.  

 

Remember, the competitor is exactly that - competitive. Above all he or she wants 

to do well. 

 

The WA Code of Ethics is the means by which the Judges, as part of the WA 

family, affirm their loyalty to the Olympic ideal. The WA Code of Ethics is based 

on the IOC Code of Ethics and aims to preserve the highest possible ethical values 

that govern World Archery, its officers and the entire Archery Family. 

 

1.3 Judge Nationality  

 

Although we basically look upon our Judges as neutral International Judges, we 

try to avoid situations that may create a presumption that the nationality of a Judge 

could influence the result. Therefore we must see to it that International Judges are 

not judging in matches where their own countries are involved. In such situations 

the Chairperson of the Judges Commission and the individual Judge have the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

App2 - BK1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 JUDGESô GUIDE BOOK 

April-2018 V1.2018  10 

responsibility ensuring that this does not happen. This point of view is also valid if 

both competitors are from the same Member Association 

1.4 Doôs And Do Notôs of being a WA Judge. 

An exhaustive list of doôs and donôts is not possible. The guiding philosophy is 

that your behaviour should be a credit to archery, to World Archery , to 

yourself, and to other Judges. Keep in mind the image you portray to 

competitors, spectators, officials and the media and act accordingly.  Common 

sense must always be your guide. 

 

DO 
(a) Wear the Judges uniform; with pride, it is your right to wear it, 

and with the purpose of making a positive contribution to the 

tournament. 

 

(b) Think of yourself as a host welcoming guests. 

 

(c) Be enthusiastic, courteous, and friendly. 

 

(d) Apply the rules fairly, consistently and firmly. 

 

(e) Offer polite assistance to all: athletes, team officials, guests, 

spectators, media personnel, other officials. 

 

(f) During national Anthems and WA fanfares,  you are expected 

to stand with respect and, to remove your hat. 

 

DO NOT 

 
(a) Allow your attention to wander from your primary duty, which 

is the competition. 

 

(b) Smoke and Drink while being on the Field of Play and other 

designated zones, (following from the text of the WA Code of 

Ethics and Conduct). The image of WA Judges must be one of 

restraint, unimpeded decision-making and professionalism.  

Drinking or smoking on duty would hurt this image. 

 

(c) Chat at length with competitors or other officials, while on duty 

this act may lead others to believe that you are not paying proper 

attention to your assigned duty or that you may favour certain 

athletes. 

 

(d) Cause any distraction not related to a safety problem. Any 

official contact with athletes, other than safety related, must 

(preferably) be through the team manager if one exists. 
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(e) Carry a camera or any personal music player while on duty (a 

camera in your Judge bag for pictures when youôre not engaged in 

the performance of your duty certainly is allowed). 

 

(f) Use your mobile phone whilst on duty, especially during 

competition. 

 

1.5 Appointment/Roles of a WA Judge. 

1.5.1 Application, Selection and Appointment. 

As soon as possible after WA Executive board has confirmed the dates and 

locations of WA Championships and other events for the coming year, the Judgesô 

Committee will publish an ñapplication for dutyò form, which should be filled out 

by all WA Judges and WA Judge Candidates, and returned to the WA office 

before the advised closing date. 

 

The selection of the tournament Judges, carried out by the Judgesô Committee will 

be based on a number of factors; 

(a) Regular accurate response to Newsletter questions. 

(b) Present experience. 

(c) Experience needed. 

(d) Gender. 

(e) Geographical aspects. 

(f) A balanced selection between International Judges and Judge 

Candidates. 

 

After the closing date the Judgesô Committee will decide on the composition of 

the different tournament Commissions. The WA Office will be advised and will 

inform all Judges and Member Associations concerned.   

 

1.5.2 The Judgesô Commission 

The WA Judge Committee will appoint a Judgesô Commission for all WA 

Championships and also for events (fully or partially) governed by other 

International bodies (i.e.; Paralympics, World Games, and University Events).  

Additionally some Judges are appointed for World Cups.   

 

The Commissions are made up of WA International Judges and Judge Candidates 

(except for the Olympic Games where only Judges with full status may serve).  

For major WA events, like target and field championships, normally 13 Judges 

will be appointed.  The Chairman and deputy chairman of the commission will 

also be appointed by the committee, along with one or two alternate Judges. The 

alternate Judges will substitute if the appointed Judges cannot attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BK1 ï 1.17.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BK1 ï 1.17.5 

 

  



 JUDGESô GUIDE BOOK 

April-2018 V1.2018  12 

 

Once the Judgesô Commission has been named, the designated Chairperson and 

the WA office will then contact and deal directly with the individual Judges.  You, 

as an appointed Judge, must immediately check the need for a travel visa, and as 

soon as you have finalised your travel plans, contact your Chairperson advising 

him/her of your arrival date and any other information that will be of value.  As 

soon as you arrive at the hotel of the venue city you must contact the Chairperson 

of your Commission without delay.  If you arrive early, it is also preferable that 

you make yourself known to the Organizing Committee Chairperson. Each 

member of the Judgesô Commission has equal authority, but the interface with the 

tournament organising Committee should be handled by your Chairperson or a 

delegated Judge so that there is no conflicting information given that could cause 

confusion. 

 

During the duration of the competition you will be assigned tasks by your 

Chairperson. Whilst executing official duties, you must work, as a unit, a team. 

You will be required to keep comprehensive notes on any abnormal occurrences, 

these notes may well be required if you are asked to appear before a Jury of 

Appeal. Your position will be more respected if you are able to refer to a notebook 

during any such proceedings. 

 

The Judgesô Commission is to ensure compliance of all matter related to the 

dimensional layout of the field, conformity of equipment and procedural 

requirements stipulated by World Archery.   

 

A comprehensive target tournament checklist can be found in Appendix A.4 of 

this publication. 

 

If for any reason during competition days you wish to leave the venue area, you 

must obtain prior approval of your Chairperson, and provide contact details if 

needed. 

1.5.3 Chairperson of the Judgesô Commission. 

The Chairperson of the Judgesô Commission is instrumental in ensuring that the 

competition is fairly executed.  He/she is the central point of contact for all the 

members of the Judgesô Commission and also the key contact for the Chairperson 

of the Organising Committee, the Technical Delegate, event manager and the field 

crew manager. 

 

The Chairperson has the following duties; 

(a) Make initial contact with the Organising Committee, Technical 

Delegate and the events manager to obtain necessary information 

about the competition venue and competition schedule. 

(b) Make contact with the appointed Judges and the alternates. 

(c) Advise members of the Judgesô Commission of the meetings to be 

held before and during the event, the specific responsibilities they 

will have, their contributions towards reports and any particular 

information they need before arriving at the tournament. 

(d) Maintain close contact with the Technical Delegate through the 

competition. 
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(e) During the first meetings of the Judges to stress new rules and 

interpretations as well as important procedures regarding the 

individual and team match play. 

(f) Plan the various duties of the appointed Judges, and see to it that 

all duties procedures and guidelines for Judges are conscientiously 

followed up, both before and during the competition.  Do not use 

more Judges than is necessary to carry out tasks such as 

equipment inspection and field inspection. 

(g) Address the Team managersô meeting, making sure that all Team 

managers are aware of any new rules, remind them of important 

procedures, e.g.; how to appeal, how to mark holes, reporting lost 

arrows on the field and signing of score cards. It may be necessary 

to call a Team managersô meeting during the competition to clarify 

issues that may occur. The meeting is usually carried out at the 

DOS stand, and a roll call of all participating nations must be 

carried out. 

(h) Provide Judges with complete lists of all athletes. 

(i) Take due consideration of Judgesô nationality before assigning to 

competition targets. 

(j) Present a report on the tournament to the Chairperson of the 

Judgesô Committee, together with an assessment report on the 

judges at the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Team managers meeting during competition 

1.5.4 Judge Observer 

A Judge Observer may be appointed to one or two of the major WA competitions 

a year in order to observe judging procedures and Judgeôs performance. As a 

representative of the Judgesô Committee he/she will on these occasions work 

closely with the Chairperson of the Judgesô Commission, without being part of the 

Judgesô Commission.  He/she will attend Judgesô Commission meetings and bring 

to the attention of the Commission, important judging issues which will be of 

benefit to the competition. 
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1.5.5 The Director of Shooting ï DOS. 

Director of Shooting will be appointed by the WA Judgesô Committee. A deputy 

or deputies to assist the DOS and to control the practice field(s) if any, will be 

appointed by the organizing committee. The quality of a competition is directly 

proportional to how well the Director of Shooting carries out his/her duties and 

responsibilities. The Director of Shooting ï DOS and deputies are in control of the 

shooting from the time the athletes appear on the field, until shooting has been 

completed for the day.  Even if the position of DOS is filled by a qualified Judge, 

the deputies should also be knowledgeable about the sport of archery.  Under no 

circumstances should newcomers to archery be appointed to these important 

positions. 

 

The primary duties of a  Director of Shooting and deputies are: 

(a) To check the timing equipment is working properly and is capable of 

setting the time for all variations that might occur in the tournament. 

(b) Control of shooting. 

(c) Regulation of the timing of ends. 

(d) Maintaining the order of shooting. 

(e) Implementation and enforcement of safety procedures. 

(f) Control of the public address system (which may be in cooperation 

with a sport presenter if present). 

(g) Control of access to the field by media personnel, team officials and 

the public. 

(h) General field security. 

 

The Director of Shooting MUST work closely with the Chairperson of the Judgesô 

Commission, the Judges and the field crew to ensure that the competition runs 

smoothly.  

1.5.6 Jury of Appeal 

Upholding the rights of the competitors and their team officials is one of the most 

important considerations at any WA event.  It would be very unfortunate if the 

actions of another competitor, a Judge, or member of the Organizing Committee 

unfairly affected the performance or score of a competitor.  The Jury of Appeal is 

there to ensure the spirit of fairness in a competition and the fair application of the 

rules.  In this way it protects the competitorsô rights as well as the Judge who has 

done the job responsibly.  

1.5.7 Dress  

WA is providing a ñworking uniformò, for the Judges. These items will be 

distributed to you on your first appointment at a major WA event. The working 

uniform will be used when on duty at the tournament, and it is imperative that all 

Judges wear the same configuration of the uniform.  

 

If your uniform is neat and clean, you are well turned out, and you appear to be 

proud of what you do, athletes will respond to you in a positive manner.  If, on the 

other hand, you are not careful about your dress and personal appearance, it may 

be assumed that you are equally as disorganized about your knowledge and ability.  
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2.0  WORLD ARCHERY COMPETITIONS  

2.1 Competitorsô Classification 

There are separate classification for both the womenôs and menôs division, these 

are according to WA  rules; 

 

Masters: 50 years + 

Senior:  21 to 49 years     

Junior:  18 to 20 years 

Cadets: 17 years and younger 

 

The age group is determined by the year of birth in relation to the entire year of 

the competition. Thus, an archer, who turns 17 on the 1st of January, is allowed to 

participate in the cadet segment in any tournament which is held before 31st Dec of 

the same year. 

 

At a competition, an athlete can only compete in one age class. At their discretion 

athletes may participate in an older age group except in masters. Masters may 

participate at their discretion in the senior class. Usually the age and nationality 

will be checked by the Organizers at accreditation.  However, on certain occasions 

the Judges may be involved in such checking, which then may take place at the 

equipment control.  

 

2.2 Competitive Divisions 

There are two principle divisions in target archery which are shot under WA 

Rules; 

 

(a) Recurve Division 

(b) Compound Division 
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2.3 Competitive Categories 

 
Recurve Women RW Recurve Junior Women RJW 

Recurve Men RM Recurve Junior Men RJM 

Recurve Master Women RMW Recurve Cadet Women RCW 

Recurve Master Men RMM Recurve Cadet Men RCM 

    

Compound Women CW Compound Junior Women CJW 

Compound Men CM Compound Junior Men CJM 

Compound Master Women CMW Compound Cadet Women CCW 

Compound Master Men CMM Compound Cadet Men CCM 

2.4 Competitive DisciplinesïBasic Competition Formats 

2.4.1 Outdoor Target Archery  

The World Archery outdoor target rounds may be shot by both the recurve and 

compound divisions in separate competitions.  In the Olympic Games only the 

recurve division may compete. 

  

The outdoor round today, which is the mandatory round at international level is 

mostly the WA720 Round (for recurve shot at 70m and compound shot at 50m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. A typical Shooting Line on Qualification Field 

Individual competitors 

Elimination and Finals Rounds: At this phase of the competition the athletes start 

to shoot matches according to the match-play chart.  In spite of the rules, we often 

find that because of time constraints alternate shooting does not occur until either 

the semi-final or the medal matches of a competition.  If that is the case then 

this should be highlighted at the Team managersô meeting. 
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